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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Prior to examination on the merits, kindly amend the specification at page one 
after the title and before the first line of text, by inserting at that point the following - This 
patent application is a divisional of U.S. Patent Application Number 09/648,339 filed August 25, 
2000. U.S. Patent Application Number 09/648,339, claims the benefit of priority under 35 
U.S.C. § 119 of German Patent Application Number 199 43 789.0, filed September 13, 1999. 
German Patent Application Number 199 43 789.0 is incorporated herein in its entirety by 
reference.— 

A clean copy of this paragraph is attached to this Amendment. 

REMARKS 

No new matter is presented in this divisional patent application. Claims 1-9 are currently 
pending in this application. These claims correspond to the non-elected claims from U.S. Patent 



1733829 
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Application No. 09/648,339. For the examiner's convenience, the claims from the originally 
filed application track the new claims as follows: 



Instant Application 

Claim No. 1 tracks to: 
Claim No. 2 tracks to: 
Claim No. 3 tracks to: 
Claim No. 4 tracks to: 
Claim No. 5 tracks to: 
Claim No. 6 tracks to: 
Claim No. 7 tracks to: 
Claim No. 8 tracks to: 
Claim No. 9 tracks to: 



U.S. Application No. 09/648,339 

Claim No. 10 
Claim No. 11 
Claim No. 12 
Claim No. 13 
Claim No. 14 
Claim No. 15 
Claim No. 16 
Claim No. 17 
Claim No. 18 



Kindly consider this preliminary amendment and enter it into the record of this 
application. Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached at Thompson Coburn LLP by 
telephone at (314) 552-6443. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our below 
listed address. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Paul A. Lesko 



Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 45,364 
Thompson Coburn LLP 
One Firstar Plaza 
St Louis, MO 63101 
314.552.6443 Telephone 
314.552.7000 Facsimile 
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Clean Copy of Specification Text 



This patent application is a divisional of U.S. Patent Application Number 09/648,339 
filed August 25, 2000. U.S. Patent Application Number 09/648,339, claims the benefit of 
priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 of German Patent Application Number 199 43 789.0, 
filed September 13, 1999. German Patent Application Number 199 43 789.0 is 
incorporated herein in its entirety by reference. 



